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.    192hat courtesy and kindness which he always extends to those labouring in the same fields with himself, to draw the materials for my chapter on the Life of Bacon from his Life and Times of Francis Bacon (Triibner and Co.) and his Letters and Life of Francis Bacon (Longmans and Co.). Mr. Spedding must not, however, be held responsible for every remark which I have made or every inference which I have drawn. But, though I have endeavoured to exercise my own judgment on the facts, without slavishly following4 Mr. Spedding's interpretation of them, I feel bound, after a careful perusal of his volumes, to express my general agreement both with his conception of Bacon's character ami with his presentation of the principal passages in Bacon's life. Notwithstanding the mass of prejudice still remaining to be dissipated, I believe that his view of Bacon's personal history is the one which, in the main, will ultimately prevail.1
